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and Constantinople, the arbitration of Rome, the vacillation
of the Emperor, these remain throughout unaltered. We
pass then to the second act.
Egypt under its new Patriarch Dioscorus wishes to drive
home its victory: it regrets the moderation of Cyril. It now
confesses the Single Nature without equivocation. At the
Second Council of Ephesus (449) history repeats itself, at
least in part, since Flavian, Patriarch of Constantinople,
accused of having condemned the Monophysite monk
Eutyches, is in his turn anathematized and deposed. At
Rome the Pope, St. Leo, protests against a hazardous
Christology, and in his famous dogmatic letter proclaims
the 'orthodox' doctrine of the future: 'The true God is born
with the complete and perfect nature of a true man, perfect
in His own nature (divinity) and perfect in our nature
(humanity).' Henceforward the Monophysites will be
accused by the Great Church, as was Nestorius, of denying
the humanity of the body of Christ, and, as a consequence,
the Passion. Logically the Monophysites should have main-
tained that the death of Christ on the Cross had been only an
appearance—a phantasia—unless they were prepared to
confess that the God-Man had suffered 'by a miracle*. But
in fact the Monophysite theologians and even Eutyches him-
self almost always declined to admit the extreme views which
were imputed to them by their enemies. However that may
be, passions had been unloosed in favour of a doctrine which
, exalted the divinity at the expense of the humanity of the
Incarnate Christ Almost throughout the East the masses of
the people were in its favour, rising together with the monks
against the Nestorianizing episcopate, while the feeble and
vacillating Theodosius II, once the protector of Nestorius,
impressed doubtless by the elemental force of the movement,
gave to it his official support. His minister, the eunuch
Chrysaphius, was the patron of Eutyches who, it was
reported, had said that the body of Christ had descended
from heaven.
But a change of sovereign reversed the course of religious
policy: Theodosius II died, while hunting, in 450: his sister
Pulcheria ordered the execution of Chrysaphius and then
married Marcian who shared with her the government of

